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Abstract

. Introduction: Schools, as the implementers of educational policies in each country,
: are social organizations that embody the relationship between the government and
: the education system. On one hand, modern schools are expected to operate in
: accordance with knowledge-based societies. However, centralized school
: administration is often seen as a major obstacle in achieving this mission. In light of
: new perspectives, self-governance has emerged as a potential solution to align
: schools with knowledge-based societies. Consequently, the primary aim of this study
: was to investigate the correlation between the elements of school self-governance
. and the establishment of a school that is aligned with a knowledge-based society.

. research methodology: In this descriptive study, a random sample of 315 teachers
: was selected from a population of 1,376 teachers in the city of Abadan using stratified
¢ sampling. The selection process took into account the six different forms of Iranian
: public/privet schools. The samples were chosen proportionally from each category
: to ensure representation. Two questionnaires, developed by the researchers, were
¢ utilized to collect data. One questionnaire assessed the level of school self-managing,
. while the other measured the level of alignment with a knowledge-based society. The
: data was analyzed using descriptive statistics, Z-test, correlation analysis, and
: multiple regression analysis.

: Findings: The findings of this study revealed a significant correlation between the
¢ elements of Self-Managing School (including Autonomy, Control, and Vision) and
: the seven Gestalts of knowledge-based Society schools. The scores pertaining to the
: structure of Self-Managing School exhibited variations depending on the type and
: management approach, yet these variances did not demonstrate statistical
. significance. Additionally, no significant distinctions were observed among different
. types of schools with regard to their alignment with a knowledge-based society.

¢ Conclusion: To adapt schools to the requirements of the 21st century, it is necessary
* to make fundamental changes. These changes include granting independence to

schools and their managers, modifying methods of school control, and fostering an
open vision for schools. Ignoring these components will result in disharmony within
the school and hinder its alignment with a knowledge-based society.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

Universal education is now recognized as a
fundamental right of individuals and a crucial
responsibility of governments. Schools not only
provide education but also serve as symbols of the
government's dedication to the holistic development
of society. The issue of schools can be examined
from two perspectives: firstly, the complex
functions of the education system have made school
management and government support one of the
most significant challenges for governments.
Secondly, profound societal changes have occurred,
emphasizing the need to align the educational
system with the modern social order.

Therefore, it is essential to critically evaluate school
management and the internal components of
schools, which reflect policymakers' perspectives
and government decisions regarding education. In
this regard, there are fundamental questions that can
be grouped into two main categories: the first
category involves inquiries about the relationship
between the school and the external environment.
These include the extent of government involvement
in the education system, the connection between the
school and the social system, key actors in
educational policy-making, the level of control
exerted by higher authorities over schools, and the
role and degree of stakeholders' participation in
schools - all of which shape the model of school
governance.

The second category encompasses internal
transformations within schools required to keep up
with the modern world. These include technological
integration, student-centered curriculum, the level of
student participation in the learning process, and
preparing students for life beyond academia.
Collectively, these questions prompt the
consideration that schools should transcend the
private-public dichotomy and move towards self-
governance.

Context:

"Self-managing schools, a colloquial term,
encompasses the efforts of educational thinkers to
transform the traditional model of school
management by merging two approaches: public
choice and market mechanisms. The key
components of a self-managing school include a)
Independence, which refers to the extent of
decision-making power delegated to lower levels. b)
Control, which can involve strict oversight at macro
levels despite independence in certain cases, as well
as the delegation of decision-making authority to
others in other cases. ¢) An open vision, indicating
the education system's ability to adapt to external
environmental changes (Caldwell & Spinks, 2013).
Typically, self-managing schools are recognized
based on their possession of an open vision and an

acceptable level of independence with limited
control over their decisions. The concept of self-
managing schools emerged as part of the broader
movement towards decentralization in education
during the late 1960s. A realistic evaluation
demonstrates that self-managing schools are
effective strategies due to their proper understanding
of social conditions and their ability to provide a
unique combination of students' needs, desires, and
talents (Caldwell, 2008. In a self-managing school,
a significant portion of authority and responsibilities
for decision-making related to resource allocation
within the framework of goals, policies, curriculum,
standards, and accountability has been decentralized

(Heffernan et al., 2022).".

Goal:

The goal of present study is explaining the
relationship among the components of the self-
managing school and the aligning schools with a
knowledge-based society.

Method:

In this descriptive study, a random sample of 315
teachers was selected from a population of 1,376
teachers in the city of Abadan using stratified
sampling. The selection process took into account
the six different forms of Iranian public/privet
schools. The samples were chosen proportionally
from each category to ensure representation. Two
questionnaires, developed by the researchers, were
utilized to collect data. One questionnaire assessed
the level of school self-managing, while the other
measured the level of alignment with a knowledge-
based society. The data was analyzed using
descriptive statistics, Z-test, correlation analysis,
and multiple regression analysis.

Findings:

The findings of this study revealed a significant
correlation between the elements of Self-Managing
School (including Autonomy, Control, and Vision)
and the seven Gestalts of knowledge-based Society
schools. The scores pertaining to the structure of
Self-Managing  School  exhibited  variations
depending on the type and management approach,
yet these variances did not demonstrate statistical
significance.  Additionally, no  significant
distinctions were observed among different types of
schools with regard to their alignment with a
knowledge-based society

Results:

To adapt schools to the requirements of the 21st
century, it is necessary to make fundamental
changes. These changes include granting
independence to schools and their managers,
modifying methods of school control, and fostering
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an open vision for schools. Ignoring these school and hinder its alignment with a knowledge-
components will result in disharmony within the based society.
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